
Technology, Humanity and the  
Future of Collaboration





The future is better than we tend to think*



Assume less - discover more!



Hyper-connectivity

We’re at the  
pivot point  

of exponential 
change

Smart-everything

Intelligent machines: IA / AI
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The end of oil (yes, really)

Sustainable capitalism

DataX, The Internet of Things 
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Exponential. Combinatorial. Interdependent.

Image via Frank Diana



#hellven







Humanity will change more in the next 20 years than the previous 300 years

How far is too far? What would you be willing to do to become ‘super-human’ ?



Are you ready?



Speaking to machines ‘like speaking to a friend’



“By 2021 a disruptive tidal wave will begin. Solutions powered by AI/cognitive technology will displace jobs, with the 
biggest impact felt in transportation, logistics, customer service and consumer services,” Forrester’ Report 2017



“If you can describe your job it will be automated”





How ‘computable’ are we (and our lives)?



 Trust isn't digital, happiness is not a program, relationships are not ‘code’



Machine-Thinking 
Reductionism 

Abdication



Connectivity is the new religion 





Anything that can be digitized or automated, will be…



Anything that cannot be digitized or automated will become much more valuable   



In a  
world of total 

connectivity and 
intelligent machines, 

human-to-human 
interaction is more 
valuable than ever 

before 







The biggest challenge is not that machines will take over  
-but that we become too much like them!



(Wo)Man 
 or Machine?



(Wo)Man 
 or Machine?



Data is the new oil, and AI is the new electricity 



Technology now has more power than oil or banking ever did: regulation is a certainty 



Technology now has more power than oil or banking ever did: regulation is a certainty 



Artificial Intelligence: “Computer systems able to perform tasks that 
normally require human intelligence, such as visual perception, speech 

recognition, decision-making, and translation between languages”







Social intelligence (human) 

Emotional intelligence (human) 

Intellectual intelligence (human) 

Artificial intelligence (machines)

AI: Don’t mistake a clear view for a short distance



“Algorithms outperform human intelligence when it is not 
about understanding, mental or emotional states, intentions, 
interpretations, deep semantic skills, consciousness, self-

awareness and flexible intelligence*  (via Luciano Floridi)



We know a lot more more than we can tell, and we can’t 
automate what we don’t understand (the Polanyi Paradox)



Don’t let 

machines 

limit your 

humanity 





Efficiency is only the 1st step!
The real goal is to use technology to do new things, not just make current things better



Imagine

Observe

Develop Foresights

Understand

Hyper-collaborate, don’t hyper-compete



Algorithms Androrithms

Invest in both, equally 



Being on 

Team 

Human 
 will be a key 

differentiator!  



Embrace technology 
- but don’t become it!



Thanks for your time and attention!
Download this deck: FuturistGerd.com 

http://FuturistGerd.com

